
             

Bates Wells & Braithwaite is delighted to be

working in partnership with the Legal Panel 

Framework and to be supporting national 

governing bodies of sport and recreation.

About us

BWB is a City-based commercial law firm with 

a difference. We have the leading charity and 

not-for-profit practice in the UK as well as 

providing our clients with a full service –

including corporate and commercial, 

employment, dispute resolution, property, 

intellectual property and immigration advice.

Our sports team brings together the full range 

of expertise from across the firm to match the 

needs of the wide spectrum of sports clients. 

This spread is highly unusual in a City firm and 

our practice is duly recognised in the major 

legal directories, Legal 500 and Chambers UK.

Why BWB?

As a team, we are innovative and will give you 

a totally fresh approach. We are ‘green light’ 

lawyers who tell you how to achieve what you 

want, not the legal obstacles in your way. 

We give robust practical advice and will 

provide the necessary level of support to build 

long-standing relationships. This enables us to 

provide you with a high quality, cost-effective 

service tailored to your needs.

“Commended for providing ‘very 

good value for money’.” 

Chambers UK

As part of our commitment to excellence in 

service delivery and to maintaining close 

relationships with our clients, we offer a 

number of high-value services at no charge to 

clients. These include regular legal updates 

and newsletters, and access to free training 

and seminars – all designed to help you keep 

up to date with key developments relevant to

your organisation.

How we can help you

We offer a coordinated and streamlined “one-

stop” service to ensure that our clients receive 

the most comprehensive advice possible. Our 

sports client base is diverse and we work with 

many national governing bodies including:

 Rugby Football Union
 Lawn Tennis Association
 English and Wales Cricket Board
 British Fencing
 British Triathlon Federation
 England Netball
 England Hockey



Our dedicated team advises sports at all levels 

of development, from grass roots initiatives, to 

the World Class Programme and preparations 

for the Olympic and Paralympic Games and 

beyond.

"They are incredibly efficient, 

and fantastically responsive."

Chambers UK

We are sensitive to what motivates and drives 

people in the world of sport and are aware that 

the role of national governing bodies is 

multifaceted. One of our key strengths is

helping to cut through the red tape to enable

your organisation to be as effective as 

possible. Areas of advice include:

• Governance and restructuring

• Player and team selection

• Safeguarding and CRB

• Data protection

• Helping you with advice to member clubs

• Charitable status and setting up associated 

charitable foundations

• Intellectual property rights advising on brand 

management and endorsement

• Sponsorship and event management

• Immigration issues, including work permits

• Contracts

• Employment matters & managing volunteers

• Dispute resolution in the courts and sports 

dispute resolution forums including the Court 

of Arbitration of Sport in Switzerland

• Advising on grants, loans and funding capital 

projects, including taking security over funded 

facilities

• Advising on receipt and use of funding from 

Sport England and other statutory funders

Contact us

For more information, get in touch with BWB 

Legal Panel Framework lead contacts and joint 

heads of our sports team:

Thea Longley
T 020 7551 7831
E t.longley@bwbllp.com

Mike Townley
T 020 7551 7822
E m.townley@bwbllp.com

BWB Sports Helpline

Alternatively, if you have a quick question or 

need help deciding whether you require legal 

advice, call our free dedicated helpline:

     020 7551 7895
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